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        Christmas 2022 
Dear Friends, 
As we approach year’s end, we look back with gratitude for the year that we have shared, thankful that we can still 
look to the future with optimism, despite personal losses and anxiety about the current state of our world. We 
held out such hopes at the start of the pandemic, that this shared experience, may herald a change in the way that 
individuals and indeed,nations, regarded one another and the earth which we share but sadly, three years down 
the line, this is not what we are witnessing. Still we hold on to ‘hope’ – as our project name suggests. We know 
that positive change happens incrementaly and starts one relationship at a time and this is why the friendships in 
Hands of Hope are so important, as are our connections with each of you. 
We have been so grateful for the orders received from regular and new customers alike and for the positive 
feedback received when boxes arrived at their final destination. Unfortunately postal services are still not back to 
how they were pre-2020, with the  cheaper methods of SAL and Surface Mail shipping still not on offer but 
fortunately, those wanting our crafts, have not been deterred by this.  

Although we have not held design workshops for the 
past three years, new products continue to emerge, 
showing the creative juices are still running through 
our veins! 

The end of year sales in Bangkok resumed again this year after a three year 
hiatus and despite a horrendous  journey with our vehicle breaking down on 
the way, we sold well and were glad to receive encouraging comments about 
our products to take back to the larger group. Gay actually gave 
demonstrations of her quilling skills, which upped the level of involvement with 
the customers. The Saturday’s venue was an international school that hosted 
the annual Ploenchit Fair and on the Sunday, we sold after two masses in a 
local church. We were most grateful for the invitations to sell in both places. 

In the second year of raising tilapia – a project we began 
in 2021 to help supplement our income when sending 
orders overseas was limited – we have sold a total of 992 
kgs. There were a couple of lean months after sudden 
climatic changes killed off nearly 300 kgs of our larger 
fish in a 24 hour period in September, through lack of 
oxygen. It was a huge setback but we made the decision 
to carry on, purchasing new fingerlings and beginning 
the feeding regime all over again. By November, our         
middle sized fish had grown to saleable size once again. 



Still on the fish theme, in March, the 
government organised a workshop, teaching 
our group, plus others from the Graden of 
Friendship, how to use the fish in ways to 
increase marketability. From dried fish to fish 
and salad snack packs, to sweetened fish 
biscuits and fish crackers – the group learned 
to diversify their talents over a period of five 
days 
 
The producers have continued to plant 
seasonal vegetables also, in our on-site  gardens, which they buy back from the project at affordable prices, 
generating a small additional income. Produce has included chillies, broccoli, long beans, cucumbers, pumpkin, egg 
plant, spinach, winged beans, kale, morning glory and a bumper crop of tomatos. Additionally, our passionfruit did 
extremely well, along with bunches of bananas and large sized jackfruit, that Gay packaged and sold locally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  We joined the patients and residents in the Garden 
of Friendship on a number of occasions during the 
year, the latest being World Aids Day in early 
December. Attendance at the Songkran celebration  
(Thai New Year Water Festival) in April, was not 
possible, with six of the producers testing positive 
with Covid.  These were our first infections since 
the pandemic began. As everyone had been 
vaccinated and received boosters, symptoms were 
mostly mild. Mask wearing continues in Thailand.  

Three of the producers -  Sanit, Wasana and Pik - lost parents and close relatives 
this year and we attended their cremation services and others from the Garden of 
Friendship, as a group. We also have mourned loved ones from around the world, 
including  – Sr Janet Mead (Australia), Ilse Ewald (Germany), Sie Razenberg 
(Holland) – all of whom had had long ties with the work of Good Shepherd in 
Nong Khai and were dear friends. 
2022 saw us welcoming visitors back, which prompted us to set up our showroom 
once again.  Friends from the USA, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Holland, Denmark, 
Singapore, Malaysia and France, spent time with us, along with others from 

within Thailand from Bangkok, Pattaya and Phuket.  
Again, we thank you for your continued interest, encouragement, friendship, visits, donations and orders during the 
past 12 months. We remind you that we post our project news at the end of each month throughout the year and 
apologise to any avid readers for having to re-read the highlights described in this letter, already reported in those 
blogs! We love receiving feedback, so hope to hear from you next year and of course – always happy to fill orders!! 

With blessings  for Christmas and throughout 2023  (2566  Thailand)     
With love and gratitude – Antonia and all 
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